School of Theology at Claremont 


iii 


1 1418371 


Theology Library 


SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
AT CLAREMONT 
California 


a ee _ Digitized by the Internet Archive 
i le in 2024 


_https://archive.org/details/losttribesofisra0000read 


PN 


yf 


©: 
Q 

3 
cf 


> 


—) 


ne 
aia 


<< 
EN 


Photo by Ernest H. Mills, Stanley Gardens, N.W. 


_THE LOST TRIBES 


{Y/Y 


f/ 


BY 


BEADER HARRIS, K.-C; 


FOUNDER OF THE PENTECOSTAL LEAGUE, 


London: 
S. W. Partrince & Co., 8 & g Paternoster Row, E.C. 


May be obtained at the Book Room, Speke Hall, Speke Road, 
Battersea, S.W. Paper 6d.; Cloth ts. 


1907. 


PRINTED BY ANDREWS BROTHERS, STORMONT ROAD, 
> _ LAVENDER HILL, S.W. 


Transferred 


Reb. 221.9 H3Zisl 


PREFACE. 


Tue following is a series of addresses in which I 
endeavour to give the Scriptural and historical data 
concerning a subject of consummate interest to all 
lovers of God’s truth. 

How I came to deliver these addresses may interest 

my readers. As an Agnostic years ago I had often 
Bheard infidels call attention to the prophecies in the Old 
3Testament concerning Israel which were completely 
w ignored by Christian teachers. When I too became a 
Christian, | sometimes thought about these prophecies but 
3 for the time satisfied myself with the current explanation 

? that these prophecies referred only to the Church. 

= A short time ago, however, while studying the 
$ Dietary of the Jews, that is to say, the history of portions 
2 «2 of the tribes of Judah and Levi, I asked myself, “ What 
sg about the Ten Tribes, where are their descendants ? 
8 They must be in existence, they must be an enormous 
® multitude and prophecy must be being fulfilled 

concerning them.” 

The following pages are the result of the study which 
«followed. I can now accept a literal interpretation of 
*the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Kingdom 
~of God, while at the same time I can apply them to the 
* present Spiritual Kingdom of this dispensation. 

I send forth this little book praying that those who 


\ read it may find fresh interest in God’s Word. 


READER Harris. 
CLaPpHAmM COMMON. 
May, 1907. 
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fa, LOSr TRIBES 
OF ISRAEL. 


CHAPTER. I. 


ROMANCE OF A GOD-LOVED RACE. 


Tue subject of the lost tribes of Israel is 
a most interesting study. Two perplexing 
questions meet us on the threshold; first, 
why so little is known of the ten tribes of 
Israel, and second, why so little enquiry has 
taken place concerning them. Possibly 
because the devil has succeeded in frustrating 
any serious enquiry. 

It is a remarkable thing that until the 
middle of the nineteenth century there was 
little or no serious enquiry in Protestant 
countries regarding the fate of the ten tribes ; 
and to notice that from that time there came 
a spirit of enquiry regarding the fate of the 
ten tribes, regarding their destiny ; and some 
of God’s people began to study and to pray 
about this great subject. 
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In Leviticus xxvi. in the 18th verse, God 
speaking to Israel says :— 

“TF YE WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO ME, THEN 
WILL I PUNISH YOU SEVEN TIMES MORE FOR YOUR 
SINS.” 


And adds in the 27th and 28th verses :— 


‘““AND IF YE WILL NOT FOR ALL THIS HEARKEN 
UNTO ME, BUT WALK CONTRARY UNTO ME, THEN 
WILL I WALK CONTRARY UNTO YOU ALSO IN FURY, AND 
I, EVEN I, WILL CHASTISE YOU SEVEN TIMES FOR YOUR 
SINS.” 

‘¢ Seven times” is an interesting period in 
the Bible. A “time” is generally taken to 
mean 360 years; ‘‘seven times’’ would mean 
a period of 2520 years, which, if calculated 
from the captivity of Israel, would reach to 
about the beginning of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Thus it was after the period of ‘‘ seven 
times’? had run out that there came upon 
believers in this and in other countries a 
spirit of enquiry concerning the history and 
destiny of the ten tribes. 

The discovery and the acknowledgment of 
the lost tribes would revolutionise the whole 
world, give an impetus to Scriptural study, 
and encourage men to believe the promises of 
God in a very wonderful degree; while on 
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the other hand, if any nation or company 
of nations could be proved undoubtedly to 
represent in large measure the ten tribes of 
Israel, it would inspire them and encourage 
them to possess their possessions as nothing 
else could do. 

From the ‘“‘ holiness” standpoint and from 
what I may call the “fifth kingdom” stand- 
point (Daniel ii.) the subject of the history of 
the lost tribes assumes tremendous impor- 
tance, and must be of intense interest to 
every Bible student. The faithfulness of 
God in regard to promise, covenant and 
prophecy is involved in this subject. It is 
a well known fact that the historian Hume 
justified his unbelief by what he declared to 
be the failure of the Bible promises to Israel. 
I believe that if we study this subject under 
the light of God’s Spirit, resting in the reve- 
lation of God’s Word, God will give to us, 
and to others through us, a new interest and 
confidence in the Bible, a further impetus to 
religious experience and to prophetic study ; 
and perhaps a clearer apprehension of the 
political future of the world, and the signs 
which foretell the return of our Lord. 


~“ 
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JUDAH AND ISRAEL. 


First and foremost let us understand the 
difference between the Jews and the lost 
tribes of Israel, between the kingdom of 
Judah and the kingdom of Israel. This dis- 
tinction between the two nations is never lost 
sight of in the Bible, and until this is under- 
stood we cannot follow the Scriptural truth 
on this subject. The majority of Christian 
people at the present day have never seen 
this distinction. They mix up the Jews and 
the Israelites in all sorts of ways. Some, 
reading of Israel, apply it to the Jews. 
Others apply it to the Church. Others again 
apply the Bible curses to the Jews, and the 
Bible promises to the Church. The Bible is 
perfectly plain. When it speaks of Israel, in 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred it means 
the ten tribes. There are some few passages 
where the word “ Israel’? undoubtedly refers, 
as it did in the very beginning, to the twelve 
tribes of Israel; but generally speaking there 
is a distinction between Judah and Israel 
marked and definite, and unless we realize 
that distinction we cannot understand the 
prophecies concerning these wonderful people. 
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That they exist no serious person can 
doubt. If part of three tribes—Judah and 
Levi and Benjamin—under persecution such 
as the world has never before seen, after 
Massacre upon massacre, torture upon torture 
—if this remnant of these tribes can have 
multiplied until they reach something like 
twelve millions of people, what must be the 
number to-day of the ten tribes? Ten tribes 
equally virile; ten tribes of the same stock ; 
ten tribes that have lived their lives and 
spread their race without persecution, mas- 
sacre and torture! What a multitude must 
they now have become! Where are they? 


HISTORY OF ISRAEL. 


Let us begin at the beginning. God 
chose Abraham, and made an unconditional 
covenant with his lineal seed after him (Gen. 
xxli. 15-18). God repeated that covenant to 
Jacob when He called him Israel, as you will 
see in Genesis xxxv. II :— 

‘‘Gop SAID UNTO HIM, I aM GOD ALMIGHTY. BE 
FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY. A NATION AND A COMPANY 


OF NATIONS SHALL BE OF THEE, AND KINGS SHALL 
COME OUT OF THY LOINS.”’ 


‘ 
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That was said to Jacob. Jacob before his 
death blessed the sons of Joseph, Ephraim 
and Manasseh, and gave the birthright to 
Ephraim, although Ephraim was not the 
elder of the two. You will find that in Gen. 
xviii. You will see that the blessing which 
ought to have been Reuben’s was taken from 
him because of his sin and given to Ephraim. 
Judah, on the other hand, obtained the 
promise of kingship, and that from him 
should spring the Messiah. Judah received 
the emblem of the Lion. Moses before his 
death blessed the seed of Joseph, Ephraim 
and Manasseh, and gave them the emblem of — 
the Unicorn (Deut. xxxiii. 17). It is remark- 
able that Judah on the one hand, and 
Ephraim on the other, had, so far back as 
the days of Moses, as emblems the Lion and 
the Unicorn. 

The distinction between the two houses or 
nations of Judah and Israel began before their 
final separation under Jeroboam and Reho- 
boam. You will find in 2 Samuel ii. that 
David was anointed king over Judah only, 
while Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was made king 
over all Israel; in other words, over the ten 
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tribes. And this severance continued for 7} 
years. Then Israel was annexed to Judah 
under King David (2 Samuel v. 1). The two 
kingdoms of Judah and Israel were finally 
severed immediately after the death of 
Solomon, and from that time to the present 
time Judah and Israel have remained abso- 
lutely distinct. They were carried into 
captivity separately, at different times and by 
different nations. Israel was carried into 
captivity B.c. 721 by the Assyrians (2 Kings 
xvii. 6); Judah was carried into captivity B.c. 
588 by the Babylonians (2 Kings xxv. 21). 
A portion of Judah was permitted to return 
after seventy years, as had been predicted 
(Ezra ii. 1), but Israel never returned; nor 
was there any prediction that they should 
return till the final glorious restoration. 

In B.c. 721 Israel, the ten tribes, drop out 
of sacred history. There is no further refer- 
ence made to them in the historical part of 
the Bible. The prophetical portion of the 
Bible supplies the sequel. There, in the 
prophecies, the whole future of the people 
of Israel is chronicled. Outside Bible his- 
tory the last historical record of the ten 
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tribes is given by Josephus a.p. 70, and this 
is what that great Jewish historian, writing 
from Rome, said about them :— 

“The entire body of the ten tribes are still beyond 


the River Euphrates, an immense multitude not to be 
estimated by numbers.” 


So we see that the kingdom of Judah and the 
kingdom of Israel have been, ever since the 
day of Solomon, absolutely distinct. What 
the future of Israel was to be, what the future 
actually has been, what the future of Israel 
may be, will be the subject of my next | 
chapter. 

I propose now to give a short outline of 
the history of the kingdom of Judah. To 
understand the history of the ten tribes we 
must also understand the history of Judah, 
Levi, and Benjamin. 


HISTORY OF JUDAH. 


After the death of Solomon, his son Reho- 
boam became king of the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin. They were also afterwards joined 
by the tribe of Levi. Levi first went with 
Israel, but when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
‘‘who made Israel to sin,” raised the golden 
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calves and called upon the Israelites to 
worship them, the tribe of Levi refused to 
perform the religious ceremonies, and were in 
consequence banished by Jeroboam. The 
tribe of Levi went to Rehoboam, and thus 
joined themselves with the tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin. Jeroboam became king of 
the ten tribes now called Israel, which after 
250 years of unexampled wickedness were 
carried captive into Assyria, B.c. 721, and 
their country was peopled by Assyrians. 

Judah, Levi and Benjamin were carried 
away captive to Babylon about 588 B.c. We 
read the story of their sojourn there in the 
book of Daniel. After seventy years Cyrus 
the Persian set them at liberty, and gave 
them permission to return to Jerusalem. On 
their return they rebuilt Jerusalem, they re- 
built the temple and re-instituted the temple 
services, and became known to the world as 
Jews. The name was given to them because 
of the name of Judah probably, and also 
because of Jerusalem, and from that day, and 
not before, the three tribes of Judah, Levi 
and Benjamin were called Jews. 

For several centuries they maintained a 
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sort of revived national existence. They 
suffered much from their enemies. They 
were more or less under the control of the 
Persians, then the Greeks and Egyptians, 
and finally the Jews came under the dominion 
of the Romans. When the Messiah came, 
as was predicted, the Jews, or rather the 
tribes of Judah and Levi, put Him to death 
and said, ‘‘His blood be on us and on our 
children’ (Matt. xxvil. 25), words which have 
been fulfilled in terrible measure. Apparently 
the tribe of Benjamin had no part in putting 
our Lord to death. 


HISTORY OF BENJAMIN. 


The story of the tribe of Benjamin is 
of special interest. In the prophecies of 
the Old Testament, Benjamin is generally 
reckoned among the ten tribes. God only 
promised to Solomon that his son should 
have one tribe to follow him. At the disrup- 
tion, however, Benjamin joined Judah. 
Benjamin went into captivity with Judah and 
Levi; Benjamin returned from captivity with 
Judah and Levi; but it is an historical fact 
that the tribe of Benjamin was free from the 
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awful sin of condemning the Son of God to 
death. Nearly all the apostles belonged to 
the tribe of Benjamin, including Paul. At the 
destruction of Jerusalem in a.p. 70 the tribe 
of Benjamin was very largely Christian, and, 
as Josephus says, every one of them escaped 
destruction. After this the tribe of Benjamin 
escaped altogether from Judza and eventu- 
ally joined the ten tribes of Israel beyond the 
River Euphrates, and with them has ever 
since been fulfilling prophecy. 


MODERN HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 


The subsequent history of the Jews, 
Judah and Levi, is well known to-day. I 
will merely call your attention to some of the 
salient points in their history. The Romans 
under Titus, after a most awful conflict of 
nearly five years, destroyed Jerusalem A.D. 70. 
A million Jews perished; multitudes were 
sold into slavery. But as if that were not 
enough, sixty years afterwards Hadrian 
slaughtered 580,000 Jews and sent all the 
others he could capture into slavery. The 
_ remdinder took refuge in other lands. From 
Hadrian to Constantine the Jews who had 
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settled in the Roman Empire prospered. We 
find them very active in taking sides with 
the heathen against the early Christians. 
They were in a great many cases the insti- 
gators of the persecutions that awaited the 
early Christians. They still hated Christ, 
_and persecuted His followers. It is said that 
the Jews carried the faggots to the burning as 
a martyr, of the venerable Polycarp. 

With the conversion of the Emperor 
Constantine to Christianity the position of 
the Jew was altered. The Jews now became 
in their turn a persecuted race, and for ~ 
hundreds of years they suffered persecution 
almost beyond description. At last they took 
refuge in Spain. There by their strange 
ability to gain money they amassed enormous 
fortunes. They became large land-owners, 
and eventually held the money-bags of the 
nation. Persecution then broke out. They 
‘were massacred, they were tortured under the 
Inquisition, or they had to fly the country 
and left everything behind them. And so it 
happened right through Europe at the time 
of the Crusades. We associate the Crusades 
with Peter the Hermit preaching that won- 
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derful sermon ‘‘ Deus Vult,” ‘God wills it’”— 
namely, the deliverance of the sepulchre from 
the Saracens’ yoke—but in actual fact the 
Crusades are more marked by the awful 
massacre of the Jews throughout Europe than 
by any victories they gained over the Sara- 
cens. Every army, as it marched through 
Europe to the East, made it its duty to 
massacre the Jews as they went, and for 
200 years, while those armies were march- 
ing and counter-marching, the Jews suffered 
persecution of a terrible kind; and this con- 
tinued all through the middle ages and has 
continued in a measure ever since. Indeed, 
during the past few months we have been 
shocked by the repeated massacres of the 
Jews in Russia. 

A Jew in Russia to-day has all sorts of 
limitations placed upon him. He may only 
educate a portion of his family. He is not 
allowed to enter any of the professions. His 
tenure of property is different from that of 
anybody else, and he is denied the power to 
hold land. To-day every country, except 
Great Britain and the United States, is im- 
possible to the Jew. Ever since the Jewish 
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rejection of Jesus Christ their lot has been 
nothing but desolation, degradation and 
misery. To-day they exist, in all, perhaps, 
ten or twelve millions; a scattered people, 
without land and without government, with- 
out metropolis and without temple; but a 
race, in faith and in religious observance 
exactly fulfilling God’s prophecy concerning 
them ; an object-lesson to all humanity; an 
object-lesson of the destiny of those who 
reject the Son of God. 

Prophecy, which has been fulfilled to the 
very letter in regard to the Jew, has, I be- | 
lieve, also been fulfilled to the very letter in 
regard to Israel. Israel, the ten tribes, has 
another history which we will consider in the 
following chapters. 


CHAPTER /¥1. 
THE LOST TRIBES—WHERE ARE THEY? 


In the previous chapter on the lost tribes we 
saw the difference between Judah and Israel. 
That distinction runs through the Bible 
and is never lost sight of. Beginning with 
Abraham, we went on with the story of Israel 
through Jacob, Ephraim, Moses, right on to 
the great separation immediately after the 
death of Solomon. We followed the history 
of Israel until its captivity, and then we 
studied shortly the history of Judah down to 
the present time. We saw that ever since 
Judah rejected Jesus Christ their lot has 
been desolation, degradation and misery. 
But Israel has another history, which we 
purpose now to study. 


WHERE ARE-THEY ? 


I begin the study of the history of the 
so-called lost tribes of Israel with this decla- 
ration :—The lost tribes, the descendants of 
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the kingdom of Israel, are certainly in exis- 
tence to-day. But where? That is the 
question, and what a wonderful question it is! 
The discovery of a continent is a great dis- 
covery, Columbus will be celebrated through- 
out all time as the discoverer of a continent. 
The discovery of a new star, a new world, is 
a great discovery. But I venture to think 
that the discovery of the kingdom of Israel, 
—the discovery of where the descendants 
of those ten tribes are—would have a greater 
effect upon the kingdom of God and the 
hearts and lives of men than even the dis- 
covery of a new continent or the discovery of 
a new Star. 

The descendants of the tribes of Israel are 
certainly in existence, the question is, Where ? 
The Jews we know, but where is Israel ? Some 
people say, that God has cut Israel out of His 
divine programme, and in consequence Israel 
' has become extinct as a nationality. In reply 
I offer to these people Jeremiah xxxi. 35, 36 :— 


‘THUS SAITH THE LORD, WHICH GIVETH THE SUN 
FOR A LIGHT BY DAY, AND THE ORDINANCES OF THE 
MOON AND OF THE STARS FOR A LIGHT BY NIGHT, WHICH 
DIVIDETH (which stilleth) THE SEA WHEN THE WAVES 
THEREOF ROAR: THE LORD OF HOSTS IS HIS NAME: IF 
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THOSE ORDINANCES (that is, the sun and moon and stars) 
DEPART FROM BEFORE ME, SAITH THE LORD, THEN THE 
SEED OF ISRAEL ALSO SHALL CEASE FROM BEING A 
NATION BEFORE ME FOR EVER.” 

There the Scripture distinctly declares that 
while sun and moon and stars remain, the 


nation of Israel will remain before God. 


A GREAT QUESTION, 


Where are the ten tribes? Where is the 
nation of Israel? Which nation on earth 
to-day represents them? How can this be 
discovered? I have learned that if you really 
want to know about God’s people, the Bible 
is the place to look for it ; and so I am going 
to ask you to go to the Bible for the history 
of God’s chosen people Israel. Unless God’s 
promises have failed, Israel must be in exis- 
tence to-day. 

We shall find that the Bible declares that 
Israel exists as a multitudinous nation, bear- 
ing certain marks, inheriting certain blessings, 
doing certain things for which they were 
created and which it was and is their special 
mission and destiny to perform. The ten 
tribes are somewhere, and it is not so difh- 
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cult a quest as at first appears, for although 
secular history is apparently almost dumb 
concerning them—a remarkable fact in itself— 
Bible prophecy is abundant in descriptive 
allusions to Israel; and Bible prophecy we 
shall find, as we study it, will tell us where 
the kingdom of Israel is to-day. 

To the Scriptures then let us turn, and 
may the Spirit of Truth light up the word 
to us. 


JUDAH ~-AND ISRAEL, 


First let me show you some points of dis- 
tinction in the prophecies concerning Judah 
and concerning Israel. Of Judah we read 
that there was to come one seed out of Judah, 
namely, the Messiah (i Chron. v. 2); Of 
Israel, on the other hand, we read that there 
was to come a multitude of seed (Gen. xlviii. 
16), by whom the blessings obtained by 
Christ were to be spread abroad (Isa. Ixvi. 19). 
Judah was to be few in number (Jer. xv. 7; 
Ezek. xii. 16); but Israel was to be as the 
sand on the sea-shore (Hosea i. 10). Judah’s 
house was to be left desolate (Matt. xxiii. 38); 
while Israel is to be betrothed as sons of the 
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living God (Hosea i. and ii.). Judah was to 
be separate from the nations, exposed to 
reproach and shame (Jer. xxiv. 9), and their 
countenances witnessing against them. Israel 
lost to view among the Gentiles (Isa. liv. 3; 
Hosea vii. 8), was to be sought out and 
discovered as the sons of the living God 
(Hosea i. 10; Ezek, xxxvii. 12). 


OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES. 


Now let us turn to some prophecies, or 
Bible statements, concerning Israel in the 
Old Testament. 

Jeremiah xxxi. 7:— 

“SING WITH GLADNESS FOR JACOB, AND SHOUT 
AMONG THE CHIEF OF THE NATIONS; PUBLISH YE, 
PRAISE YE, AND SAY, O LORD, SAVE THY PEOPLE, THE 
REMNANT OF ISRAEL.” 

This cannot refer to the Jews, who have 
never been a nation since their captivity. 

Israel, after a period of punishment for 
their sins, were to be wanderers among 
the nations, but after a time they were to 
be gathered from among the Gentiles and 
into a place of safety. 


“Lo, I wILL COMMAND, AND I WILL CAUSE TO 
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MOVE TO AND FRO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AMONG ALL 
NATIONS.” Amos ix. Q, R.V. 

“HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD, O YE NATIONS, 
AND DECLARE IT IN THE ISLES AFAR OFF, AND SAY, HE 
THAT SCATTERED ISRAEL WILL GATHER HIM, AND KEEP 
HIM AS A SHEPHERD DOTH HIS FLOCK.” Jer. XxXxi. IO. 


Israel’s population shall so increase that 
they shall run over the wall. 


‘“ JOSEPH IS A FRUITFUL BOUGH, EVEN A FRUITFUL 
BOUGH BY A WELL, WHOSE BRANCHES RUN OVER THE 
WALL.” Genesis xlix. 22. 


Israel is to colonise the desolate heritages 
and cause the deserts to blossom as the rose. 


‘““HE SHALL CAUSE THEM THAT COME OF JACOB 
TO TAKE ROOT: ISRAEL SHALL BLOSSOM AND BUD, 
AND FILL THE FACE OF THE WORLD WITH FRUIT.” 
Isaiah xxvii. 6. 


Israel is to develop into a company of 
nations. 


‘““AND GOD SAID UNTO HIM, I aM GOD ALMIGHTY : 
BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY. A NATION AND A COMPANY 
_ OF NATIONS SHALL BE OF THEE, AND KINGS SHALL COME 
OUT OF THY LOINS.” Genesis xxxv. II. 


Israel is to possess the gates of their 
enemies. 


‘“IN BLESSING I WILL BLESS THEE, AND IN MULTI- 
PLYING I WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE STARS OF 
THE HEAVEN, AND AS THE SAND WHICH IS UPON THE 
SEA SHORE; AND THY SEED SHALL POSSESS THE GATE 
OF HIS ENEMIES.” Genesis xxii. 17. 
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Israel’s emblem is the unicorn. 


““His HORNS ARE LIKE THE HORNS OF UNICORNS: 
WITH THEM HE SHALL PUSH THE PEOPLE TOGETHER 
TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH : AND THEY ARE THE TEN 
THOUSANDS OF EPHRAIM, AND THEY ARE THE THOUSANDS 
OF MANASSEH.” Deut. xxxiii. 17. 


Israel is to lend to many nations and 
borrow from none. 


‘““THOU SHALT LEND UNTO MANY NATIONS, AND 
THOU SHALT NOT BORROW.” Deut. xxviii. 12. 

Unlike Judah, Israel is to be known upon 
earth by another name. 

‘‘ AND YE SHALL LEAVE YOUR NAME...FOR THE LORD 
GOD SHALL...CALL HIS SERVANTS BY ANOTHER NAME,” 
Isaiah lxv. 15. 

They shall be marked in their history as 
being those who suppress slavery and tyranny. 


“Is NOT THIS THE FAST THAT I HAVE CHOSEN ? TO 
LOOSE THE BANDS OF WICKFDNESS, TO UNDO THE HEAVY 
BURDENS, AND TO LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE, AND 
THAT YE BREAK EVERY YOKE.” Isaiah lviii. 6, 


Israel is to be a maritime people. 


““T WILL SET HIS HAND ALSO IN THE SEA, AND HIS 
RIGHT HAND IN THE RIVERS.” Psalm 1xxxix. 25. 


Israel is to be a conquering power, with 
the lion as one of her emblems. 
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‘““AND THE REMNANT OF JACOB SHALL BE AMONG 
THE GENTILES IN THE MIDST OF MANY PEOPLE AS A 
LION AMONG THE BEASTS OF THE FOREST, AS A YOUNG 
LION AMONG THE FLOCKS OF SHEEP: WHO, IF HE GO 
THROUGH, BOTH TREADETH DOWN, AND TEARETH IN 
PIECES, AND NONE CAN DELIVER.” Micah v. 8. 


Israel is to rule over many nations and be 
ruled by none. 


“THOU SHALT REIGN OVER MANY NATIONS, BUT 
THEY SHALL NOT REIGN OVER THEE.” Deut. xv. 6. 


Israel is to have a separate political exist- 
ence and become a great people. 


“His (Ephraim’s) SEED SHALL BECOME A MULTI- 
TUDE OF NATIONS.” Genesis xlviii. 19. 


Lastly, Israel is to become heir of the 
world. 


‘“ FOR THE PROMISE, THAT HE SHOULD BE THE HEIR 
OF THE WORLD, WAS NOT TO ABRAHAM, OR TO HIS SEED, 
THROUGH THE LAW, BUT THROUGH THE RIGHTEOUSNESS 
OF FAITH.” Romans iv. 13. 

These Scriptural prophecies about Israel 
have a plain, literal meaning as well as a 
spiritual meaning. In the past very many of 
us have taken these passages and dealt with 
them from a purely spiritual standpoint, and 
in so doing we have been greatly blessed by 
God. But, of course, a distinct prophecy 
must have a literal signification as well as a 
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spiritual one, and the prophecies concerning 
Israel must have a literal as well as a spiritual 
fulfilment, and are just as sure as those con- 
cerning Judah. Indeed the prophecies about 
Israel are far more numerous than those 
about Judah. 


NEW TESTAMENT PROPHECIES. 


Let us now turn to the New Testament. 
It is perfectly clear that Israel, who had been 
dispersed for more than 700 years, was much 
in our Lord’s mind during His three years’ 
ministry upon earth. Many were the refer- 
ences to Israel made by Him. As an example 
let us turn to the commission He gave to the 
twelve apostles in Matt. x. 5, 6 :— 


“THESE TWELVE JESUS SENT FORTH, AND COM- 
MANDED THEM, SAYING, GO NOT INTO THE WAY OF THE 
GENTILES, AND INTO ANY CITY OF THE SAMARITANS 
ENTER YE NOT: BUT GO RATHER TO THE LOST SHEEP 
OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL.” 


They were not to go to the Gentiles, and 
they were not to go to the Samaritans—who 
were the descendants of the usurpers of Israel 
—‘ But to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.’”’ And they obeyed this command as 
far as they then could. The only tribe that 
they could reach which had any connection 
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with Israel was Benjamin, and Benjamin as 
a tribe was won to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Benjamin had gone into captivity with Judah, 
had come back with Judah, but Benjamin 
originally in the prophecies of God was 
always associated with the ten tribes of 
Israel. It is a remarkable fact that the 
majority of our Lord’s disciples at the time of 
His earthly ministry were connected with the 
tribe of Benjamin. It is also an interesting 
fact that when Jerusalem was afterwards 
besieged by the Romans under Titus the 
members of the tribe of Benjamin escaped, 
all of them being Christians. 


Christ Himself declared in Matthew xv. 
24 that this was His own mission. 


‘“H{— ANSWERED AND SAID, I AM NOT SENT BUT 
UNTO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL,” 


Again our Lord says in Matthew xxi. 43 :— 


‘“THEREFORE SAY I unTo you (He was speaking 
to the Jews), THE KINGDOM OF GoD SHALL BE 
TAKEN FROM YOU AND GIVEN TO A NATION (the Jews 
had long since ceased to be a nation) BRINGING FORTH 
THE FRUITS THEREOF.” 


The Jews themselves evidently so under- 
stood Him, because in John vii. 35 we read :— 
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“THEN SAID THE JEWS AMONG THEMSELVES, 
WHITHER WILL HE GO, THAT WE SHALL NOT FIND HIM? 
WILL HE GO UNTO THE DISPERSED AMONG THE 
GENTILES, AND TEACH THE GENTILES ?”’ 


So the Jew quite understood our Lord to refer 
to Israel. 

Israel was evidently in the minds of the 
apostles themselves. On the day of the ascen- 
sion they asked Him :— 


‘“LORD, WILT THOU AT THIS TIME RESTORE AGAIN 
THE KINGDOM TO ISRAEL?” Acts i. 6. 


There was to be a restoration of the kingdom 
of Israel with the kingdom of Judah. They 
did not confuse the kingdom of Israel with 
the kingdom of Judah; they said, ‘‘ Wilt 
Thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?’’ St. Paul devotes thirty-six verses 
in Romans xi. to prove that God has not 
cast away His people, but that ‘‘ blindness 
in part is happened unto Israel until the 
fulness of the nations be come in,” so that 
all Israel shall be saved. The stone kingdom 
had to wait for the four previous ones referred 
to in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision. The epistle 
of James was written in a.D. 60 ‘*to the twelve 
tribes scattered abroad.” By that time the 
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Jews were scattered as well. Both Peter’s 
epistles were written specially to those who 
were scattered abroad throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bythinia. 

Lastly, the final word must be our Lord’s. 
In Acts i. 7, 8, our Lord said :— 


“TT IS NOT FOR YOU TO KNOW THE TIMES OR THE 
SEASONS, WHICH THE FATHER HATH PUT IN HIS OWN 
POWER, BUT YE SHALL RECEIVE POWER, AFTER THAT 
THE Hoty GHOST IS COME UPON YOU, AND YE SHALL 
BE WITNESSES UNTO ME IN JERUSALEM, IN ALL JUDA, 
IN SAMARIA, AND UNTO THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE 
EARTH,” 


1.€. ‘to the regions beyond,” an expression 
that was thoroughly understood to mean the 
dispersed among the Gentiles. There our 
Lord said, ‘‘the restoration of Israel is an 
important matter, but at the moment there is 
something more important, and that is that 
there is a blessing for you to claim, a work 
for you to accomplish, and power from on 
high that shall enable you to accomplish it, 
the mighty power of the Holy Ghost. You 
must be filled with the Holy Ghost—that is 
the main thing; you are to be witnesses to 
Me in Jerusalem, in all Judza, in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.” 
And that is our commission to-day. 
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A WITNESSING KINGDOM. 


Although it is very interesting and impor- 
tant that we Christians should read the Bible 
and understand its meaning, not merely in its 
purely spiritual aspect, but also in its plain 
literal meaning; it is more important still that 
we should be ‘filled unto all the fulness of 
God.” It is only as we are filled with the 
Holy Ghost that we can understand God’s 
Word, and it is only as we are filled with 
the Holy Ghost that we can be witnesses 
unto Jesus Christ either at home or abroad. 

I believe that these ‘‘ times and seasons,” 
which were not ripe on the day of ascension, 
are now becoming ripe. They are in God’s 
hands. Spiritual life and blessing is, I believe, 
to be reinforced by actual, visible, literal 
results, and probably the whole world is 
rapidly nearing a crisis. ‘‘ The times and 
seasons’ are in God’s hands, ‘‘ but ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses 
unto Me in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth.’’ Let us remember that their 
witness was not a witness primarily con- 
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cerning the Jew or the Israelite but concerning 
the Lord Jesus Christ and His uttermost 
salvation. May God give us the grace and 
power that we may shine for Him where 
He has placed us, that we may be God’s 
witnesses in the homes where He has put 
us, in the churches where we worship, in the 
places where we labour, in the streets where 
we walk, and in the lives which we live for 
His glory. 

It is well to know this Book, to revel in its _ 
wondrous truth, to feed our souls on the Word . 
of God. But God wants us not merely to 
know wonderful things, but that we should 
ourselves be living epistles, read of all men, 
men and women who are witnesses unto Jesus 
Christ. Therefore as we study this great 
subject, and, like those men and women of 
old, ask :—‘‘ Wilt Thou restore the kingdom 
to Israel ?’’—let us learn Christ’s answer: 
There is first something for us to be, and 
then for us to do, the being and the doing of 
which shall hasten the accomplishment of all 
things, including the restoration of Israel and 
the return of our Lord. 


CHAPTER. “IT: 


SCRIPTURAL AND .HISTORICAL EVIDENCES. 


In the first chapter we studied the difference 
between the house of Judah and the house of 
Israel. In the second we dealt with the pro- 
phecies concerning the kingdom of Judah and 
the kingdom of Israel. 

Now let me lay before you some of the 
chief reasons which have led many earnest 
Christians to believe that the British Empire 
and the house of Israel are identical. Let 
us study the Scripture, and consider the 
historical facts that have influenced some 
of the deepest thinkers, some of God’s most 
honoured servants, in coming to this con- 
clusion. 


THE GENERAL ARGUMENT. 


The Bible predicts the rise and fall of the 
most important nations of the earth, from 
the time of Nebuchadnezzar to the end of 
the age. The interpretation of the prophet 
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Daniel, of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the 
image with the head of gold and so on, has 
been generally accepted by Christendom as 
teaching the history of the world kingdoms 
from then to the end of the age—the Baby- 
lonian kingdom, the Medo-Persian kingdom, 
the Grecian kingdom, the Roman Empire, 
followed by the Stone kingdom. Now the 
Bible has given us this revelation, and I ask 
you—lIs it likely that the nation which God 
chose for Himself has been wiped out com- 
pletely? It is likely that in this inspired © 
prophecy concerning the great kingdoms of 
this world, the British Empire, so far greater 
than any other, the greatest and most 
favoured empire the world has ever known, 
should be omitted? Are we to believe that 
that great, wealthy and most favoured empire 
is not referred to in this book of inspired pro- 
“phecy? Is it not likely that the fifth kingdom 
in Daniel’s prophecy, the Stone kingdom, 
may refer to the kingdom of Israel and to 
the kingdom that is represented by Great 
Britain to-day? 

Let us, therefore, as the Spirit shall guide 
us, compare what the Bible declares Israel 
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should be with what Great Britain is to-day. 
We may find that the purpose of God has 
been fulfilled, and the mantle of Israel has 
fallen upon the British or the Anglo-Saxon 
race. 


THE SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCES. 


(1.) Israel is to become a multitudinous 
race of immense power. God speaking to 
Abram, says :— 


“JT WILL MAKE THY SEED AS THE DUST OF THE 
EARTH, SO THAT IF A MAN CAN NUMBER THE DUST 
OF THE EARTH THEN SHALL THY SEED ALSO BE 
NUMBERED.” Gen. xili. 16. 


“ AND GOD BROUGHT HIM FORTH ABROAD, AND 
SAID, LOOK NOW TOWARD HEAVEN, AND TELL THE 
STARS, IF THOU BE ABLE TO NUMBER THEM: AND HE 
SAID UNTO HIM, SO SHALL THY SEED BE.” Gen. Xv. 5. 


And afterwards to him as Abraham :— 


‘‘ IN BLESSING I WILL BLESS THEE; IN MULTIPLY- 
ING I WILL MULTIPLY THY SEED AS THE STARS OF 
HEAVEN, AS THE SAND WHICH IS UPON THE SEA-SHORE : 
AND THY SEED SHALL POSSESS THE GATE OF HIS 
ENEMIES, AND IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE NATIONS 
OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED: BECAUSE THOU HAST 
OBEYED MY VOICE.” Gen. xxii. 17, 18. 


Notice that these are unconditional promises 
which God is bound to fulfil. 

Let us now consider the existing facts 
concerning the British race. In the year 
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A.D. 1700 the British race numbered only a 
few millions; in 1800 about 25 millions; in 
1900 they numbered 130 millions. In another 
century the British race will probably be more 
numerous than all the other nations of the 
earth put together, truly ‘‘a multitude as 
the stars of heaven.” I will now give you 
the opinions of some eminent men who have 
spoken on this subject, men who were not 
necessarily in sympathy with what is known 
as the British-Israel teaching. An old 
personal friend of my own, Admiral Sir 
John Columb, K.C.M.G., who has recently 
retired from the House of Commons, said in 
IQOo0 :— 

“The British empire literally encircles the earth. 
It comprizes more than nine millions of square miles 
of the earth’s surface, one-fifth part of the whole 


habitable globe, the largest empire of either ancient or 
modern times.” 


Sir Charles Dilke in the same year said :-— 


“The British empire has an area of, roughly 
speaking, three Europes, lying in all latitudes and 
producing every requirement of life and trade; in 
addition to which, it has half the sea-borne commerce 
of the world.” 


The Times newspaper in the same year bears 
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the same testimony. In a leading article on 
this subject we read :-— 


“The British are gradually filling continents, fring- 
ing oceans, and making the whole world their home. 
We are, in fact, peohaay the greater portion of the 
globe.” 


The late Lord Beaconsfield, who was himself 
a Jew, said of the British race :— 


‘‘ History will recognize the destiny of the British 
race, but history will never record its decline or fall. 
History will say, ‘This is the great, the understanding 
people.” 


Sir Howard Vincent in 1g00 said :— 


“Think of the British empire! Let us get an idea 
of itsimmensity. Fifty-two times the size of Germany, 
and seven times its population; 53 times the size of 
France, and nine times its population ; 35 times the 
size of the United States, and 44 times its population. 
The British empire has now a population of over 350 
millions of people, with an annual revenue of 300 
millions of pounds sterling, with an annual trade 
amounting to 1,200 million pounds sterling, carried in 
40,000 British ‘ships of an aggregate burden of Io 
million tons.” 


These figures give us an idea of the immen- 
sity of the British Empire. 


FURTHER EVIDENCES. 


(2.) Israel is to be a blessing to the whole 
world. 
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“THis PEOPLE HAVE ‘I FORMED FOR MYSELF : THEY 
SHALL SHOW FORTH MY PRAISE.” Isa. xliii. 21. 


‘““THE REMNANT OF JACOB SHALL BE IN THE 
MIDST OF MANY PEOPLES, AS DEW FROM THE LORD, AS 
SHOWERS UPON GRASS.” Micah v. 7. 


Great Britain can alone of all the nations be 
taken to fulfil this prophecy. The Zimes 
newspaper in 1900 said :— 


“There is not a region in the world in which the 
British race are not striving to do good. The money 
contributed in one year for missionary work in the 
British Isles is twelve times the contributions of all the 
other nations of the earth put together.” 


‘“ However we may explain it, Europe leaves to 
Britain the main portion of the work of international 
beneficence. It is to England that every nation in 
turn appeals in its hour of tribulation, with a confident 
assurance that the appeal will be answered.” 


‘It is not so with other nations. Indeed, Britain 
has learned to accept the task of administering to the 
world’s needs at Britain’s own cost.” 


An eminent Churchman has said :— 


‘God is training the Anglo-Saxon race to fulfil the 
Divine admonition, ‘This Gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations.’ ”” 


A great Nonconformist has said :— 


‘‘Itis almost impossible to get out of sight of our 
race. The cross of the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
standard and the starting point of a mighty company 
of brave and noble men and women, who go into all 
the world to preach the gospel to every creature.” 
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This is not boasting; these are facts, and 
facts which very many people are satisfied 
are facts in fulfilment of Divine prophecy. 
God gave a commission to Israel in Isa. 
lviii. 6, to 

‘“ LOOSE THE BANDS OF WICKEDNESS, UNDO THE 


HEAVY BURDENS, LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE, BREAK 
EVERY YOKE.” 


What other nation has ever fulfilled that 
prophecy ? But Britain has. In 1807 Great 
Britain abolished the slave trade in every part 
of her dominions, and paid twenty millions of 
pounds sterling incompensation. Fifty years 
later the United States did the same thing, 
at the cost of a civil war. Wherever pos- 
sible Great Britain has intervened in other 
countries. Wherever Great Britain’s in- 
fluence has been paramount, slavery has 
been abolished. 


AN INVINCIBLE NATION. 


(3.) Israel is to be an undefeatable nation. 


“NO WEAPON THAT IS FORMED AGAINST THEE 
SHALL PROSPER.” Isa. liv. 17. 


i “Fear THOU NOT, [ISRAEL], FOR I AM WITH THEE : 
BE! NOT DISMAYED, FOR I am Tuy Gop. I WILL 
STRENGTHEN THEE; YEA, I WILL HELP THEE; YEA, I 
WILL UPHOLD THEE.” Isa. xli. Io. 
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We have been in the habit of taking a 
passage like that and spiritualising it, and 
saying that it referred to the Church, or to 
individuals. So it does, thank God; and do 
not think, in taking the literal meaning of 
these words, we are lessening the spiritual 
meaning of them. But when God Almighty 
writes a sentence He will fulfil the literal 
meaning of those words as well as the spirit- 
ual meaning of them. And so I venture to 
think that these words have, perhaps, a fuller 
and a more literal meaning than we have 
hitherto attributed to them. 

These words have been fulfilled. Can 
any other nation on the face of the earth 
claim that she has been uniformly victorious 
on land and sea? The same God who gave 
victory to Israel in the Red Sea gave victory 
to Britain against the Spanish Armada and 
gave victory to Britain in the battle of Water- 
loo. In the Prayer Book, in the service of 
the Church of England, we daily confess :— 


“Tt is God alone who fighteth for us.” 


Is there any other nation that has in its 
national ritual any such declaration as that ? 
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(4.) Israel is to hold the gates of her 
enemies. 

“THY SEED SHALL POSSESS THE GATE OF HIS 
ENEMIES.” Gen. xxii. 17 and xxiv. 60. 
Great Britain holds :—Gibraltar, which opens 
Spain to our arms and the Mediterranean to 
our navies; Malta, a place of arms, from 
which this country could easily invade half-a- 
dozen European countries; Singapore, the 
gate of the East; Malacca, Hong Kong, 
Cyprus, Aden, the Khyber Pass; and then, 
stretching right across the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans, a string of 45 coaling stations 
for British ships. Great Britain holds the gates 
of her enemies in a very remarkable degree. 

(5.) Israel is to be a great money-lending 
nation. 

‘““THOU SHALT LEND UNTO MANY NATIONS, BUT 
THOU SHALT NOT BORROW.” Deut. xxviii. 12. 
No other nation but Great Britain fulfils 
that. Every other nation has borrowed, and 
borrowed of Great Britain. Great Britain 
has ‘borrowed of none. Great Britain receives 
yearly 50 or 60 millions of pounds sterling 
in interest upon her loans to other nations. 
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There are many other remarkable prophe- 
cies about Israel which are fulfilled in Great 
Britain. But there is one that is to me more 
remarkable than any I have yet given you, 
and is also of a specially sacred character. 


THE GREATEST SIGN. 


The last great distinctive mark which I 
will mention, that God has given, and which 
He has declared to mark Israel for ever, is 
the observance of a Sabbath. 

“THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL KEEP THE 
SABBATH, AND OBSERVE THE SABBATH, THROUGHOUT 
THEIR GENERATIONS FOR A PERPETUAL COVENANT: IT 
IS A SIGN BETWEEN ME AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
FOR EVER.” Ex. xxxi. 16, 17. 

What nation on earth but the British nation 
possesses this sign? The late Bishop of 
Liverpool, Dr. Ryle, said :— 

. “T assert without hesitation that the only countries 
on the face of the globe in which you will find a true 
observance of the Sabbath are Great Britain and her 
colonies.” 

He was right. Compare other countries, and 
the way they spend the Sabbath! There 
may be in some a semblance of worship in 
the morning, but the rest of the day is given 
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up to military reviews, races, theatres, balls, 
and bull-fights. No other nation but Great 
Britain can for a moment be taken to fulfil 
this sign. Voltaire, that arch-infidel, that 
man of extraordinary intellectual power, said: 


“Whether Englishmen know it or not, it is the 
English Sunday which makes England what England 
rm? 


Some of you may have gone to the last Paris 
Exhibition. There was one thing that struck 
everybody who went there, that while all the 
other sections of the Exhibition were open 
and at work on Sunday—all the machinery at 
work, all the stalls open—the British depart- 
ment and the United States department were 
absolutely closed. And so I ask—Why is it 
that among the nations, Great Britain and 
her sixty colonies, and the United States 
of America alone observe the Christian 
Sabbath? God answers that question in 
these words :— 


“Tris A SIGN BETWEEN ME AND THE CHILDREN OF 
ISRAEL FOR EVER.” 

-Such then are the Scriptures that appear 
to me to furnish very strong evidence in 
favour of the contention of those who believe 
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that in the Anglo-Saxon race, God has to-day 
the descendants of the house of Israel. If 
that be so, it adds tremendously to our 
responsibilities. It opens before us in a way 
that no human tongue can describe, spiritual 
possibilities, temporal possibilities, national 
possibilities, and universal possibilities. 

Let none of us, however, be so taken up 
with the literal fulfilment of prophecy that we 
forget the spiritual interpretation of it. For 
that reason it is extremely important that 
those who study this subject should be filled 
with the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the full knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and should themselves be in the full experi- 
ence of spiritual blessing. 

Therefore let us claim God’s Spirit, and 
as we learn day by day more evidences 
of the fulfilment of these prophecies, may 
God have in us individually, and in the 
Pentecostal League collectively, and in the 
thousands of others who are in sympathy with 
us, a body of men and women right with Him 
in heart, right with Him in life, learning His 
will, proclaiming His truth, and glorifying 
His name. 


CHaeP lek iv: 
EPHRAIM .AND MANASSEH. 


Now let us study the history of Ephraim 
and Manasseh. I will take for a text some 
words in Jeremiah xxxi. 9: ‘‘ Ephraim is my 
firstborn.’ ‘These words were spoken by the 
prophet Jeremiah concerning Israel more than 
roo years after Israel had gone into captivity. 
Indeed, the whole of this 31st chapter or 
Jeremiah is of special significance when it is 
remembered that it was written long after the 
captivity of the house of Israel, and contains 
promise after promise inspired by God con- 
cerning His people Israel. 

The story of Ephraim and Manasseh is 
very interesting. The patriarch Jacob was 
the inheritor of the promises made to Abra- 
ham, and those promises included five things. 
First, an everlasting covenant (Gen. xvii. 7) ; 
second, the possession of the land of Canaan 
(Gen. xvii. 8); third, a multitude of seed 
(Gen. xvii. 2); fourth, to be the father of 
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many nations (Gen. xvii. 5); fifth, that his 
seed was to be a source of blessing to the 
whole world (Gen. xxii. 18). Such were the 
promises made to Abraham which Jacob 
inherited. The!possession of the birthright, 
which Esau had despised and which Jacob 
‘had coveted, was confirmed to Jacob by 
God—first at Bethel, secondly at Peniel, 
when he obtained the name of Israel as a 
prince with God, and thirdly at Padan-aram. 
So we see that Jacob received the promises | 
made to Abraham. Jacob had twelve sons, - 
and before his death he blessed them. 
Reuben, the eldest, was deprived of his 
birthright—the birthright that came to the 
elder son—because of his sin, and as a conse- 
quence the birthright was given to Joseph 
(t Chron. v. 2). Therefore the birthright 
blessing that came to Jacob was passed on 
‘to Joseph. Joseph’s birthright was settled on 
his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. 

Ephraim was the younger, but he was 
preferred before the elder, Manasseh. In 
Genesis xlviii. 15-19, we read :— 


‘“AND JACOB BLESSED JOSEPH, AND SAID, Gob, 
BEFORE WHOM MY FATHERS ABRAHAM AND IsAAC DID 
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WALK, THE GOD WHICH FED ME ALL MY LIFE LONG 
UNTO THIS DAY, THE ANGEL WHICH REDEEMED ME FROM 
ALL EVIL, BLESS THE LADS; AND LET MY NAME BE 
NAMED ON THEM (the name of Israel), AND THE NAME 
OF MY FATHERS ABRAHAM AND ISAAC; AND LET THEM 
GROW INTO A MULTITUDE IN THE MIDST OF THE EARTH, 
AND WHEN JOSEPH SAW THAT HIS FATHER LAID HIS 
RIGHT HAND UPON THE HEAD OF EPHRAIM, IT DIS- 
PLEASED HIM: AND HE HELD UP HIS FATHER’S HAND, 
TO REMOVE IT FROM EPHRAIM’S HEAD UNTO MANASSEH’S 
HEAD. AND JOSEPH SAID UNTO HIS FATHER, NoT so, MY 
FATHER : FOR THIS IS THE FIRST-BORN ; PUT THY RIGHT 
HAND UPON HIS HEAD. AND HIS FATHER REFUSED, AND 
SAID, I KNow IT, MY SON, I KNOW IT: HE ALSO (Manasseh) 
SHALL BECOME A PEOPLE, AND HE ALSO SHALL BE GREAT ; 
BUT TRULY HIS YOUNGER BROTHER SHALL BE GREATER 
THAN HE, AND HIS SEED SHALL BECOME A MULTITUDE OF 
NATIONS.” 


There you will see that Ephraim, the younger 
of the two sons of Joseph, was preferred 
before the elder, Manasseh; and also that 
Jacob said, ‘‘ Let my name be upon them,” 
the name of Israel. Therefore you see that 
to Ephraim was given the birthright to the 
promises made to Abraham, including the 
five-fold promise—the everlasting covenant, 
the land of Canaan, the multitude of seed, 
the father of many nations, a source of 
blessing to the world. Ephraim, as the first- 
born, has supremacy over the other tribes of 
Israel. 

As we have already seen, the British race 
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is the one in which God is apparently fulfilling 
the prophecies concerning Israel. 


MORE MARKS OF LIKENESS. 


There are many other remarkable identi- 
fications between Israel and Great Britain, 
far more than we have yet been able to refer 
to. Our churches and cathedrals originally 
possessed a ‘‘ Right of sanctuary,” carrying 
out the idea of the cities of refuge, which 
formed so important a part of the constitu- . 
tion of Israel. We have the law of primo- — 
geniture, closely resembling the law given in 
Deuteronomy xxi. 17. We have the law of 
the tithe closely resembling Leviticus xxvii. 
30. We have the statute of limitations very 
much like Exodus xxi. Our land is divided 
into hundreds and tithings, closely resembling 
that which you will find in Exodus xviii. 21. 
‘Our weights and measures are of Israelitish 
descent. Their ten commandments are our 
ten commandments. 

The creation of county councils and 
district councils, is but a return to the 
Levitical custom of administering the pro- 
vincial and rural affairs by local authorities, 
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which you will find in Isaiah i. 26. From 
the legal point of view it is interesting to 
notice that our custom of judges going on 
circuit is exactly what happened in the time 
of Israel. As we read in 1 Samuel vii. 16 :— 

‘“ AND SAMUEL WENT FROM YEAR TO YEAR IN CIRCUIT 


BETHEL AND GILGAL AND MIZPEH, AND JUDGED ISRAEL 
IN ALL THOSE PLACES.” 


MANASSEH AND THE U.S.A. 


While Ephraim was to be the greater, 
Manasseh was to become a people and to 
be called great. Where is Manasseh to-day ? 
Who are the descendants of Manasseh? In 
Isaiah xlix. 20, we find these words :— 


“THE CHILDREN WHICH THOU SHALT HAVE AFTER 
THOU HAST LOST THE OTHER, SHALL SAY IN THINE EARS, 
THE PLACE IS TOO STRAIT FOR ME ; GIVE PLACE TO 
ME, THAT I MAY DWELL.” 

The descendants of Manasseh must be a 
great people, second only to the descendants 
of Ephraim. Manasseh was practically the 
thirteenth tribe of Israel. That is to say, 
Joseph was divided into two, Ephraim and 
Manasseh. With Joseph there were twelve 
tribes of Israel; with Joseph’s two sons, 
separating into two different tribes, as they 
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did, there were thirteen tribes, and Manasseh 
was the thirteenth. It is thought by many 
students of God’s Word that in the United 
States of America we shall find the Manasseh 
of to-day, and this is the evidence upon which 
they rely. Genesis xlviii. Ig suggests that 
Manasseh was to have a separate destiny, 
and become a separate people. It is also 
clear from this passage that they are to be a 
contemporary people, the one greater than 
the other, but both to be heirs of the blessings 
promised to Abraham, to Jacob and to Jacob’s © 
seed. 

Many students of Scripture believe that 
the United States of America is the branch 
of Jacob that was to run over the wall, which 
you will read about in Genesis xlix. 22. Let 
me repeat—Manasseh was the thirteenth tribe 
of Israel, and thirteen plays a very important 
‘part in much that pertains to the United 
States of America. In the first place, the 
original flag of the United States in the year 
1777 shows thirteen original states by thirteen 
stripes. Again, thirteen letters make up the 
United States National motto, ‘‘E Pluribus 
Unum,” which means ‘ One of a number.” 
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The great seal of the United States on the 
obverse side has an eagle, and olive branch, 
thirteen arrows and thirteen stars; on the 
reverse it has the words ‘‘ Annuit ceptis,” 
which means, ‘‘ He has prospered our under- 
takings.” The United States dollar contains 
thirteen stars, and thirteen letters in the 
scroll. The eagle on the other side holds 
thirteen wing feathers, thirteen tail feathers, 
thirteen arrow heads, thirteen horizontal 
stripes, and thirteen parallel lines. Manasseh 
was the thirteenth tribe of Israel. The 
original white population of the United 
States came from this country. They went 
to America, as they believe, guided by God, 
to found over the seas a land where they 
could worship God in simplicity and in peace. 
They may well be taken to be the branch 
which went over the wall. 


ISAAC’S SONS. 


Let me return to one or two more general 
identifications. Lost Israel when found was 
to speak another tongue, not Hebrew (Isaiah 
XXvili. 11). There are many traces of the 
Hebrew language in our English tongue, and 
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Tyndale, in the preface to his translation of 
the Bible, says :— 


‘‘The properties of the Hebrew tongue agree a 
thousand times more with the English than with the 
Latin.” 


The word ‘ British” is derived from two 
Hebrew words which mean ‘‘ Covenant 
people.” The English language is fast be- 
coming the world’s vernacular. 

Israel’s seed is to be called after Isaac— 
not only after Jacob, but after Isaac. ‘‘ For 
in Isaac shall thy seed be called’ (Gen. © 
xxi. 12). That is a very important Scriptural _ 
statement, so important that it is repeated by 
Paul in Romans ix. 7, and again quoted by 
the author of the epistle to the Hebrews in 
Hebrews xi. 18: ‘‘In Isaac shall thy seed be 
called.” We belong to the Anglo-Saxon 
race. What is the meaning of this word 
“Saxon” ? The word Saxon undoubtedly 
~ means Isaac’s Son or the Son of Isaac. 

HOW TO SPREAD THE NEWS. 

Let me call your attention to the text 

which I began with—Jeremiah xxxi. g— 


because it tells us how Israel is to be brought 
back to the knowledge of the Lord. 
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‘““THEY SHALL COME WITH WEEPING, AND WITH 
SUPPLICATIONS WILL [ LEAD THEM: I wILL CAUSE THEM 
TO WALK BY THE RIVERS OF WATERS IN A STRAIGHT 
WAY, WHEREIN TH&Y SHALL NOT STUMBLE; FOR I AM 
A FATHER TO ISRAEL, AND EPHRAIM IS MY FIRSTBORN.” 


When God is about to fulfil a prophecy 
He sets His people praying about it; He 
creates a spirit of enquiry. He has created 
a spirit of enquiry among very many of His 
people concerning the lost tribes of Israel. 

But how are they to be found? By 
weepings and by supplications will God lead 
them; in other words, by united prayer. It 
is only God can teach men concerning God’s 
will. It is not by human argument; it is 
not by human rhetoric: it must be by the 
Word of God and the Spirit of God. And 
so I am very hopeful that God will use the 
prayers of His people to bring to light the 
truth of God in a very abundant and wonder- 
ful degree, helping them to proclaim to an 
astonished world the kingdom of Israel. 

Let us never forget that, however interest- 
ing the prophetic study may be, however 
grand the prophetic outlook may appear, how- 
ever wonderful the fact that these promises 
have been being fulfilled for centuries—to be 
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discovered in this last century—if we are 
to understand the prophecies aright we must 
ourselves be right with God; and that unless 
we are filled with the Holy Ghost our know- 
ledge of prophecy will be futile, and our 
historical knowledge will be useless. 

May God teach us how to pray, and so 
bless us individually that we shall have the 
light of His countenance upon the Word of 
His truth; and right with Him ourselves be 
able to convey the truth to others. 


WHAPLERSY: 


‘ ISRAEL’S WANDERINGS. 
GENEALOGY, KING DAVID TO KING EDWARD. 
HEBREW AND BRITISH EMBLEMS. 

THE STONE OF DESTINY. 


In this address I purpose (1) to follow Israel’s 
wanderings from Media to Britain; (2) The 
genealogy from King David to King Edward 
the Seventh; (3) The Hebrew and British 
emblems; (4) The Stone of Destiny—from 
Bethel to Westminster Abbey. 


ISRAEL’S WANDERINGS. 


(1) Israel’s wanderings from Media to 
Britain. It is an historical fact, that within 
about a hundred years of the commencement 
of their captivity the ten tribes escaped from 
Media. ‘The Jewish historian Esdras, in his 
second book in the Apocrypha, says :— 


“The ten tribes took this counsel among them- 
selves, that they should leave the multitude of the 
heathen and go forth into a further country, that there 
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they might keep their law, which they had never kept 
in their own land, and they passed by the way of the 
Euphrates.” 
Probably there was revolution in Media at the 
time, and the captives took the opportunity of 
escaping. Josephus the historian, writing A.D. 
70, confirms this by saying :— 

“The ten tribes are now beyond the Euphrates, 
and are an immense multitude.” 
What became of them? The ten tribes were 
undoubtedly known both to the ancient 
Greeks and Romans under various names. . 
Sometimes they were called the Goths, some- 
times the Scythians, sometimes the Sakai, 
and it is an undoubted fact that a large 
number of them occupied the shores of the 
Black Sea. Herodotus, Pliny, and Ptolemy, 
all refer to them as having come from Media 
across the Euphrates. 

John Milton, in his history of Britain, says 
of the Saxons :— 

“They were a people thought by good writers to 
be descended from the Scythians or Sakai, afterwards 
called Sacasons, who with a flood of other nations came 


into Europe about the time of the decline of the Roman 
empire.” 


In a book called ‘‘ The Viking Age,” written 
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by M. du Chaillu, it has been recently asserted 
that the ancestors of the English came from 
the shores of the Black Sea. It is no doubt 
true that at the present time there are old 
grave-stones in the Crimea, on the banks of 
the Black Sea, which are clearly of Israelitish 
origin. One of these grave-stones still retains 
its inscription, and this is what is cut into it:— 


‘‘Zadok the Levite, son of Moses, died 4,000 years 
after creation, 785 years after our exile.” 


A town on the Danube near the Black Sea is 
to-day called Isakcha, evidently an Israelitish 
name, while another town bears a name 
similar to that of Joseph’s wife. 

It is therefore apparent that the ten tribes, 
or a large proportion of them, moved from 
Media to the shores of the Black Sea, about 
the commencement of the Christian era. 
There they remained for centuries. From 
thence they moved northwards. Some went 
into Scandinavia; some went to Western 
Europe. Those whom we call Saxons, were 
originally a people not indigenous to this 
country, but who came and captured it from 
the ancient Britons, and who themselves had 
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originally come from the shores of the Black 
Sea. 

On arrival in England the Saxons divided 
the country into various sections, of which 
many were called after their own name, and 
some we have still to-day. For instance, 
Sussex, which meant South Saxon; Essex, 
East Saxon ; Wessex, West Saxon ; Middlesex, 
Middle Saxon. The word ‘“‘ Saxon” is traced 
to ‘‘Sak’s sons,” or sons of Isaac, which is 
claimed to be a fulfilment of Genesis iv. 12, 
where we have the prophecy :— 


“In ISAAC SHALL THY SONS BE CALLED.” 


The Normans, who conquered the Saxons 
in the eleventh century, where not Frenchmen, 
but Northmen, people from Scandinavia, to 
whom a hundred years before, the French king 
had ceded a portion of his dominions, which 
was called after them, namely, Normandy. 
‘These Northmen are believed to be part of 
the tribe of Benjamin. They were very 


remarkable people. Lord Macaulay says :— 

“The Northmen were the foremost race of 
Christendom. Their valour, their ferocity, made them 
conspicuous from the Black Sea to the Atlantic Ocean.” 


They are believed to be Benjamin, partly 
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because of their character, which was the 
character of the tribe of Benjamin, and also 
because the Norman standard was a wolf, and 
a wolf was the standard of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin. A prophecy about Benjamin was :— 


‘“ BENJAMIN SHALL RAVIN AS A WOLF.” Gen. xlix. 27. 


What the British race has accomplished 
since the Norman conquest is a matter of 
history, and I dealt with it in my third 
address, when we saw that Great Britain 
fulfils in a very remarkable degree the pro- 
phecies concerning Israel. 

‘“Great Britain”! A strange name for a 
few small islands at the far-Western point of 
Europe! Why were they called Great Britain? 
It sounds almost absurd when you come to 
think of it. There must be some reason for it. 
Is it because this country has been the home 
for these many centuries of the greatest nation 
that the world has seen or ever will see ? 

So much for the wanderings of Israel. 
Much of what I have said rests upon tradition, 
but tradition is the basis of history, and if we 
turn from tradition as untrue we shall lose an 
important source of knowledge. 
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KING DAVID TO KING EDWARD. 


(2) The genealogy from King David to 
King Edward the Seventh. King Edward the 
Seventh’s ancestry traces back through James 
the First of England and the Sixth of Scotland 
to Kenneth Mac Alpin, who was the first 
king of Scotland, a.p. 834; and through him 
to Fergus Moore, the King of Argyllshire, 
A.D. 487; and through him to the kings of 
Ireland, right back through fifty-four kings 
to the year B.c. 580. 

Tradition says that about that time King _ 
Heremon married an Eastern princess, whose 
name was Tea Zephia, and who was accord- 
ing to Irish legend, the daughter of Zedekiah, 
the last king of Judah. King Zedekiah’s 
eyes were put out by the Syrians; his sons 
were destroyed; but, as you will see in Jere- 
miah xliii. 6, his daughters escaped. One of 
those daughters became the progenitor of that 
family that ruled in Palestine hundreds of 
years afterwards under the name of Herod. 

Another of them, so the legend goes, 
escaped to Ireland and became the bride of the 
Irish king. There was nothing very difficult 
about that, if you remember that the tribe of 
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Dan had long possessed ships and navigated 
the Mediterranean, and were not unacquainted 
with the shores of Spain and of Britain. 
This daughter of Zedekiah was apparently 
entrusted by God to the care of the prophet 
Jeremiah. If you will turn to Jeremiah 
i. 10, you will see these words addressed to 
Jeremiah :— 

‘“‘T HAVE THIS DAY SET THEE OVER THE NATIONS 
AND OVER THE KINGS, TO ROOT OUT, TO PULL DOWN, 


TO DESTROY, TO THROW DOWN AND TO BUILD AND TO 
PLANT.” 


Then turn to 2 Kings xix. 30, 31 :— 


. “AND THE REMNANT THAT HAS ESCAPED OF THE 
HousE OF JUDAH SHALL AGAIN TAKE ROOT DOWN- 
WARD, AND BEAR FRUIT UPWARD: FOR OUT OF JERU- 
SALEM SHALL GO FORTH A REMNANT, AND THEY THAT 
ESCAPK OUT OF Mount ZION. THE ZEAL OF THE LORD 
oF Hosts SHALL DO THIS.” 


It was evidently the Divine intention that a 
remnant of the tribe of Judah should escape 
and should bear fruit elsewhere ; and so we 
are not surprised to learn that, according to 
Irish legend, about the year B.c. 580—that is 
to say, about the date of the captivity of 
Judah—a princess from the East arrived in 
the North of Ireland. She was accompanied 
by two people. One was described as her 
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guardian and declared to be a prophet, and 
another was named Brug. If you read Jere- 
miah xliii. 6, you will see the account of the 
escape and who that was :— 


‘“EVEN MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILDREN, AND THE 
KING’S DAUGHTERS, AND EVERY PERSON THAT NEBUZAR- 
ADAN THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD HAD LEFT WITH 
GEDALIAH THE SON OF AHIKEN, THE SON OF SHAPHAN, 
AND JEREMIAH THE PROPHET, AND BARUCH THE SON 
oF NERIAH. SO THEY CAME INTO THE LAND OF EGyPT.” 

Irish legend says that an oriental prin- 
cess arrived about this time in Ireland, 
accompanied by a prophet and by another — 
man from the East. It is also no doubt true 
that from that time many new things were 
introduced into Ireland. We find the Tara, 
a Hebrew word which means, ‘“‘ The law of 
the two tables.”” We find the school of the 
prophets introduced into Ireland. False wor- 
ship, the worship of Baal, was put an end to, 
_and the worship of the true God instituted, 
all within the next hundred years. 

If then these legends are to be believed, 
and if the early Irish history is correct, from 
this Eastern princess there sprang a line of 
ancestry to Fergus, king of Ireland, who 
afterwards became king of Argyllshire, whose 
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descendants became kings of Scotland, and 
so on down to our present King Edward the 
Seventh. Although George the First came 
from another stock he married the grand- 
daughter of James the First of England and 
Sixth of Scotland, and so his issue was in the 
same line. 

It is said—and I do not think it is any 
secret—that the Royal Family of England 
are deeply interested in this subject, and well 
they may be. When you remember how 
many European thrones have tottered in the 
past, well may they believe in these prophe- 
cies, and well may they rest their hope in 
the Word of God. There is no doubt 
that the late Queen Victoria was herself 
interested in this, and it is said that she 
showed the Rev. Mr. Glover, who has been 
a great authority on this subject, her own 
genealogy right back to King David. The 
eldest son of the present Prince of Wales has, 
among other names, that of David by which 
he is known in the Royal Family circle. By 
the year a.D. 1924 Prince David, will be 
thirty years of age, and when he reaches 
his thirtieth year there will be completed 
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one hundred generations of thirty years each, 
since King David was anointed king over all 
Israel. 


EMBLEMS. 


(3) The Hebrew and British emblems. 
The British national heraldry responds re- 
markably to the heraldry of Israel. The 
national emblems of Great Britain are the 
Lion and the Unicorn. Now the Lion was the 
emblem of the tribe of Judah, and the Unicorn 
was the emblem of the tribe of Ephraim, 
which had the birthright of Israel. Somebody 
has asked me why our national flag should be 
called the ‘‘ Union Jack.” All I can say is 
that ‘‘ Jack” in English, which is Jacques in 
French, is Jacobus in Latin, and Jacobus 
really means Jacob, so the ‘‘ Union Jack” 


would symbolise the union of the sons of 
_ Jacob. 


STONE OF DESTINY. 


(4) The Stone of Destiny. On this sub- 
ject there can be very little left to conjecture, 
because there it is in Westminster Abbey, and 
many of us have seen it. This Stone—a 
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most wonderful national emblem—is now part 
of the Coronation chair in Westminster Abbey. 
and every British king or queen has been 
crowned upon that Stone, from King Edward 
the First to King Edward the Seventh, except 
Queen Mary, who, as a Roman Catholic, had 
objections to being crowned on this Stone. 
Queen Mary had a chair of her own made, 
which she sent over to Rome to be blessed 
by the Pope, and which is at the present 
moment kept as a curiosity in Winchester 
Cathedral. 

Every other monarch, from King Edward 
the First to Edward the Seventh, was crowned 
upon that Stone. It is an oblong rough 
stone, 22 inches long, 13 inches broad, and 11 
inches deep, of a bluish colour, with veins of 
red and white running through it. It was 
brought to this country by Edward the First 
from Scotland ; it has been used as the Coro- 
nation Stone for 600 years in this country. 
When King Edward the Seventh was anointed 
king the oil was poured upon him on that 
Stone, exactly as the oil was poured upon 
King David thousands of years before. For 
800 years before it was brought to England 
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it was the Coronation Stone of Scotland ; and 
before that it came from Ireland, where fifty- 
four kings of Ireland had been crowned upon 
it. Well might Dean Stanley say that of all 
national emblems, and of all our national 
treasures, this Stone of Destiny, which has 
always been called Jacob’s Stone, is probably 
the most wonderful that this country possesses. 
Now read Genesis xxviil. 10, R.V. 


“AND JACOB WENT OUT FROM BEERSHEBA, AND 
WENT TOWARD HaRAN. AND HE LIGHTED UPON A 
CERTAIN PLACE, AND TARRIED THERE ALL NIGHT BECAUSE 
THE SUN WAS SET; AND HE TOOK ONE STONE, AND PUT 
IT AS HIS PILLOW, AND HE LAID DOWN IN THAT PLACE - 
TO SLEEP. AND HE DREAMED, AND BEHOLD A LADDER 
SET UP ON THE EARTH, AND THE TOP OF IT REACHED 
TO HEAVEN : AND BEHOLD THE ANGELS OF GOD ASCEND- 
ING AND DESCENDING ON IT. AND BEHOLD! THE LORD 
STOOD ABOVE IT, AND SAID, I AM THE LORD GOD OF 
ABRAHAM THY FATHER, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC: THE 
LAND WHEREON THOU LIEST, TO THEE WILL I GIVE IT, 
AND TO THY SEED: AND THY SEED SHALL BE AS THE 
DUST OF THE EARTH ; AND THOU SHALT SPREAD ABROAD 
TO THE WEST, AND TO THE EAST, AND TO THE NORTH, 
AND TO THE SOUTH: AND IN THEE AND IN THY SEED 


» SHALL ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED. 


AND BEHOLD I AM WITH THEE, AND WILL KEEP THEE 
IN ALL PLACES WHITHER THOU GOEST, AND WILL BRING 
THEE AGAIN INTO THIS LAND; FOR I WILL NOT LEAVE 
THEE, UNTIL I HAVE DONE THAT WHICH I HAVE SPOKEN 
TO THEE OF. AND JACOB AWAKED OUT OF HIS SLEEP, 
AND HE SAID, SURELY THE LORD IS IN THIS PLACE, 
AND I KNEW IT NOT. AND HE WAS AFRAID, AND SAID, 
How DREADFUL IS THIS PLACE! THIS IS NONE OTHER 
BUT THE HOUSE OF GOD AND THIS IS THE GATE OF 
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HEAVEN. AND JacoB ROSE UP EARLY IN THE MORNING, 
AND TOOK THE STONE THAT HE HAD FOR HIS PILLOWS, 
AND SET IT UP FOR A PILLAR, AND POURED OIL UPON 
THE TOP OF IT.” 

The Jews have a tradition that the Stone 
which now rests in Westminster Abbey is that 
same stone that Jacob rested his head upon 
long years ago. They believe—and there 
is a good deal of Scripture to support their 
belief—that on his return Jacob took this 
stone with him as a token of the Divine 
Presence. When Jacob died he made refer- 
ence to this Stone in relation to Joseph and 
his descendants. In Genesis xlix. 24, you 
will see Jacob, blessing Joseph, refers to :— 


‘““ THE STONE OF ISRAEL.” 


Perhaps the meaning of the passage is that 
Joseph’s sons were to take charge of this 
stone, and it would be to them a symbol of 
the Shepherd of Israel. But some Hebrew 
scholars give the literal meaning of these 
words: ‘‘ Henceforth he (Joseph) takes care of 
this stone of Israel.’”’ Evidently a stone ora 
piece of rock was brought out of Egypt by the 
Israelites at the time of the Exodus, when 
Joseph’s bones were carried by the Israelites 
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out of Egypt; and it may have been what 
Paul referred to in 1 Corinthians x. 4 :— 


“THE ROCK THAT FOLLOWED THEM.” 


Not the rock that led them, but the rock 
that followed them. And perhaps this very 
stone was the one which Moses struck, for 
the rock that followed them must have 
been a moving rock. When Christ came 
He compared Himself to a Stone, to a 
Corner-stone which the builders rejected but 
which was become ‘the corner-stone or the — 
head-stone of the building. The Jews also 
believe that Jacob’s stone formed part of 
Solomon’s temple. 

The Irish legend goes on to say that when 
Jeremiah escaped with Zedekiah’s daughter, 
accompanied by Brug, and came by means 
of the boats of Dan first to Spain—where, 
according to the legend, they were wrecked— 
and then from Spain to Ireland, they brought 
this stone with them, and from that time it 
became the Crowning-stone of the Irish kings ; 
and then, as I have told you, it became the 
Crowning-stone of the Kings of Argyll, and 
then of the Kings of Scotland, and now it is 
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the crowning-stone of the Kings of England. 

One thing is certain—that we have here in 
Westminster Abbey a very remarkable Stone, 
associated with the British monarchy, the 
origin of which no one can explain apart from 
these ancient traditions. Sir Walter Scott 
wrote of this Stone :— 

“Unless the fates have faithless grown, 
And prophet’s voice be vain, 
Where’er is found this sacred stone, 
The wanderers’ race will reign.” 

Those words certainly have proved true. 
Wherever that Stone has been, the wanderers’ 
race has reigned—Ireland, then Scotland, 
then England. Geologists say—and Canon 
Tristram in his book quotes what they say— 
that this Stone could not possibly have come 
originally from Ireland. No similar stone has 
ever been discovered in Ireland, but stones 
exactly like it are to be found in Palestine. 


Does some one say that this is all very 
wonderful but it rests to a large extent 
upon tradition? Tradition is the earlier 
basis of all history. But this is more than 
tradition; this has thousands of years of 
historical basis. The tradition is that which 
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goes beyond the history and tells us that 
which strangely coincides with the prophecies 
and the history of the Bible. Now what have 
we seen? These remarkable identifications, 
concerning this people of Israel and the Anglo- 
Saxon race, are like all God’s truth, more 
difficult to disbelieve than to believe. 

Others may say, ‘‘ What possible good 
will come to us from troubling our heads as to 
whether the British race are the descendants 
of the ten tribes?” That I will deal with in 
my closing pages, but I will now merely say — 
this: let the British people become con- 
vinced that they are the descendants of the 
ten tribes, and it will put the question of 
our national precedence in a light we have 
never yet known. It would probably give an 
impetus to Bible study that we have never yet 
seen. It would prove God’s Word literally 
_ true in a wonderful measure. The most 
eminent agnostics of the past 150 years have 
gone out of their way to declare that they 
were agnostics because they were asked to 
believe in the verity of the spiritualising of the 
promises of God, when they were told that 
literally these wonderful promises about Israel 
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had either not been fulfilled or could not be 
believed ; and I believe that the acceptance 
of the literal truth of God’s promises con- 
cerning Israel will immensely help every one 
of us in our faith in the fulfilment of the 
spiritual promises of God. 


CHAPTER Va. 
WHAT IS THE GOOD OF THIS TRUTH? 


Now let us deal with some of the main objec- 
tions which have been raised, and generally 
answer the question: ‘‘ What is the good of 
this truth ?” 

The first objection which I have received 
is this:—‘‘Is not the British-Israel theory | 
contrary to the scheme of Christianity, which 
admits all nations and favours none, ‘Qne 
Lord, one faith, one baptism’ ?”’ 

It is not contrary to the scheme of Christi- 
anity that one nation should have special 
advantages. Indeed, it has been God’s 
method from the beginning. God originally 
. chose Israel by covenant, and He told Israel 
in Deuteronomy vii. 6 why He did it. 

‘“FOR THOU ART AN HOLY PEOPLE UNTO THE LORD 
THY GoD: THE LorD THY GoD HATH CHOSEN THEE TO 
BE A SPECIAL PEOPLE UNTO HIMSELF, ABOVE ALL PEOPLE 
THAT ARE UPON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. THE LorD 
DID NOT SET HIS LOVE UPON YOU, NOR CHOOSE YOU, 


BECAUSE YE WERE MORE IN NUMBER THAN ANY PEOPLE ; 
FOR YE WERE THE FEWEST OF ALL PEOPLE } BUT BECAUSE 


What is the Good of this Truth? 77 


THE LoRD LOVED YOU, AND BECAUSE HE WOULD KEEP 
THE OATH WHICH HE HAD SWORN UNTO YOUR FATHERS, 
HATH THE LORD BROUGHT YOU OUT WITH A MIGHTY — 
HAND, AND REDEEMED YOU OUT OF THE HOUSE OF 
BONDAGE, FROM THE HAND OF PHAROAH KING OF 
EgGypt.” 


The separate existence of the house of Israel 
in New Testament times was recognized by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He spoke of 


“THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL.” 


He could not have been referring to the Jews, 
because the Jews were not lost but were all 
around Him, and in their own land. Christ 
must have referred in this passage to the ten 
tribes, who had for more than 700 years been 
wanderers among the nations. And He went 
on to say that torestore Israel—to restore the 
ten tribes to communion with God—was one 
part of the great mission of Himself and of 
His disciples. When He gave His com- 
mission to the apostles He said :— 

“Go NOT IN THE WAY OF THE GENTILES, AND INTO 
ANY CITY OF THE SAMARITANS ENTER YE NOT, BUT GO 
RATHER TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL.” 
So we may safely say that this subject is not 
contrary to Christianity, but was evidently in 
the Lord’s own mind, and referred to by Him. 
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The next objection is :—‘‘ Should we not 
be just as well off whether we are Abraham’s 
seed or not, because as Christ is the Saviour 
of all men, He is necessarily the Saviour of 
the British.” 

No, we should not, because there are 
both present and future advantages connected 
with being the Israel of God. Christ Himself 
declared that some particular nation was 
ordained to receive the Gospel on its rejection 
by the Jews. He said in Matthew xxi. 43 :— 


‘THE KINGDOM OF GOD SHALL BE TAKEN FROM 
you (that is to say from the Jews) AND GIVEN To A 
NATION BRINGING FORTH THE FRUITS THEREOF.” 


It is a significant fact that before the over- 
throw of Jerusalem in a.D. 70 by the Romans, 
and within thirty years of the Crucifixion, 
Christianity had already been received into 
Britain, from which time until the present 
the British have been, at least nominally, 
the Christian people. Here we see the Divine 
plan of Israel’s priority among the nations. 
The kingdom rejected by Judah was given to 
Israel, the other branch of the seed of 
Abraham to whom it belonged by covenant. 
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So there is plainly a distinct advantage in 
being the seed of Abraham. 

Let me remind you that for many centuries 
Britain has been happy and free, and, in a 
measure, godly, and in the forefront of 
earth’s civilisation, while other nations have 
continued in comparative ignorance and bar- 
barism. Ours, therefore, is the privilege of 
being the first nation to drink the cup of 
salvation, the first nation to hand it on to 
other people and thus to fulfil the promise 
made to Abraham, that his seed should be 
blessed to all nations. Well may we say:— 

“THe LoRD HATH DONE GREAT THINGS FOR US, 


WHEREOF WE ARE GLAD. WHO IS LIKE UNTO THEE, 
O IsRAEL, A PEOPLE SAVED BY THE LoRD?” 


CIRCUMCISION. 


Many people say that if we were of the 
lost tribes we should be circumcised. 

My answer is that Israel abandoned the 
Mosaic ritual, including circumcision, and 
substituted the religion and ceremonies of 
Baal 200 years before they went into cap- 
tivity. Let us also remember that with the 
introduction of Christianity the law of circum- 
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cision was abolished, and that the ten tribes 
did not return to God until the Gospel times 
had begun. Therefore circumcision was no 
longer applicable to them. 

Another objection is: the British nation 
consists of many mixed nationalities: how can 
they all be Israel ?”’ 

Israel came to these Islands in different 
bands and at different times—Angles, Saxons, 
Jutes, Danes, and Normans. They came in 
different bands; they came at different times; 
they came by different routes. 

Somebody else writes :—‘‘ If we are Israel 
we must all return to Palestine, and there will 
not be room for us.” 

The future occupation of Palestine by 
Israel and Judah will be representative. Jere- 
miah ili. 14, says :— 

‘RETURN, O BACKSLIDING CHILDREN, SAITH THE 
Lorp, I WILL TAKE YOU ONE OF A CITY, AND TWO OF 
.A FAMILY, AND I WILL BRING YOU TO ZION.” 

Our occupation of Palestine will be repre- 
sentative. All Israel will not necessarily go 
back to Palestine. We shall hold Palestine, 
I take it, very much as the British nation 
holds India to-day—trepresentatively. Besides, 
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on this point let us remember that Abraham’s 
covenant gives his seed not Palestine only, 
but a very much larger tract of country, and 
afterwards declares that Abraham and his seed 
are the heirs of the whole world. 

The next objection is :—‘‘ Is not Britain 
great and glorious because she is Christian, 
and not because she is Israel?’’ Britain’s 
Christian privileges and opportunities have 
been great, but her measuring up to her 
privileges has been, I am afraid, very poor. 
There are other peoples who have been better 
Christians than we have been. If you take 
the Moravians, I50 years ago they put to 
shame every other form of Christianity in the 
world; they were so keen in spreading the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ that the Moravians 
actually sold themselves into slavery to win 
the heathen. 


SEEK THE TRUE MEANING. 


The next question is: ‘‘Is it not enough 
to claim the spiritual meaning of the promises 
made to Israel ?”’ 

No, it is not, and you will find when you 
realise the literal promise and claim and do 
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your part to bring about the fulfilment, that 
you will enjoy the spiritual meaning of it 
better. How can you accept spiritual mean- 
ings to God’s promises and ignore their plain 
literal meaning? Let me tell you what Dr. 
Ryle, the late Bishop of Liverpool, said :— 


“T warn you that unless you interpret the pro- 
phetical portion of the Old Testament in the simple, 
literal meaning of its words you will find it no easy 
matter to carry on an argument with an intelligent Jew. 
Will you dare to tell him that Zion, Jerusalem, Jacob, 
Judah, Ephraim, Israel, did not mean what they seem 
to mean but mean the Church of Christ? I believe it 
is high time for the Church of Christ to awake out of its - 
sleep about Old Testament prophecy. From the time. 
of the Old Fathers down to the present day men have 
gone on in a pernicious habit of spiritualising the words 
of the prophets until their true meaning has been well- 
nigh buried.” 


The Bishop goes on to say :— 


‘‘ For centuries there has prevailed in the Churches 
of Christ an unwarrantable mode of dealing with the 
word ‘Israel.’ It has been interpreted in many passages 
of the Psalms and Prophets as if it meant nothing more 
than Christian believers. Have promises been held out 
to Israel? Men have been told continually that they 
are addressed to Gentile saints. Have glorious things 
been described as laid up in store for Israel? Men 
have been insistently told that they described the 


victories and triumphs of the gospel in Christian 
Churches.” 


Then the Bishop adds :— 
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“In reading the words which God addressed to His 
ancient people, never lose sight of the primary sense of 
the text.” 

Therefore I answer the objection, ‘Is it 
not enough to claim the spiritual meaning of 
the promises ?”’ by saying :—No, I think you 
will be able to claim the spiritual meaning a 
great deal better when you pay God the 
compliment of believing His words in their 
literal sense as well as in their spiritual. 


WHAT’S THE GOOD ‘OF IT? 


Now I come to the main question, which 
many have asked me :—‘‘ What is the good of 
this teaching?” 

How can men dare to ask such a question 
regarding that which occupies so large a part 
of Scripture and which God Himself declares 
in Jeremiah xxxil. 41, occupies His whole heart 
and soul? All the same, I will endeavour to 
answer this question. 

“‘Grant that the British-Israel theory is 
correct, what good does it do?” 

In the first place, it proves the truth and 
inspiration of the Scriptures and creates an 
intelligent and earnest interest in the study of 
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the Scriptures, to the destruction of that 
veiled scepticism or indifference so common 
among all denominations to-day. 

Secondly. It is a master key to the Old 
Testament and much of the New. I believe 
that under the light and power of the 
Holy Ghost it unlocks the truth and clears 
away mysteries and explains what have 
hitherto been riddles. Take, for example, 
the 37th chapter of Ezekiel, the vision of 
dry bones, which is very familiar to all of us. 
Christian teachers are always spiritualising 
this passage, and making this vision of the 
dry bones to mean the conversion of sinners, 
in spite of the fact that God says in the 
11th verse :— 


‘““SON OF MAN, THESE BONES ARE THE WHOLE 
HOUSE OF ISRAEL : BEHOLD, THEY SAY, OUR BONES ARE 
DRIED, AND OUR HOPE IS LOST: WE ARE CUT OFF FOR 
OUR PARTS. THEREFORE PROPHESY AND SAY UNTO 
THEM, THUS SAITH THE LorpD Gop: BEHOLD, O my 
PEOPLE, | WILL OPEN YOUR GRAVES, AND CAUSE YOU TO 
COME UP OUT OF YOUR GRAVES, AND BRING YOU INTO 
THE LAND OF IsRAEL. AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT I 
AM THE LORD, WHEN I HAVE OPENED YOUR GRAVES, O 
MY PEOPLE, AND BROUGHT YOU UP OUT OF YOUR GRAVES, 
AND SHALL PUT MY SPIRIT IN YOU, AND YE SHALL 
LIVE; AND I SHALL PLACE YOU IN YOUR OWN LAND; 
THEN SHALL YE KNOW THAT I THE LORD HAVE SPOKEN 
IT, AND PERFORMED IT, SAITH THE LorD.” 
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It is impossible in the face of these words to 
only spiritualise such a passage as this. If 
you use this passage in preaching to sinners, 
you will do well to declare its real literal 
meaning, and then show them over and above 
the literal meaning there is the spiritual 
meaning. 


SOULS AND BODIES. 


Thirdly. It makes men associate God with 
the material as well as with the spiritual, just 
as our Lord did when He said to the Jews :— 

“WHETHER IS EASIER TO SAY TO THIS MAN, THY 
SINS BE FORGIVEN THEE, OR TO SAY, RISE UP AND WALK : 
BUT THAT YE MAY BELIEVE THAT THE SON OF MAN 
HATH POWER TO FORGIVE SINS, HE SAITH TO THE MAN, 
RISE, TAKE UP THY BED, AND WALK. AND HE AROSE.” 
We are very apt to dissociate the Almighty 
God from His material universe. God is the 
God of the material universe as much as He 
is of the spiritual universe. He regards our 
bodies as well as our souls, our homes as well 
as our churches, our businesses as well as our 
Christian work. 

Fourthly. It gives a new basis for the 
exercise of faith even with regard to Old 
Testament passages which we have inter- 
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preted spiritually in the past. Take, for 
instance, the 36th chapter of Ezekiel, familiar 
to every member of the Pentecostal League. 
We have used it again and again, and seen 
wonderful results; but if you read it in the 
light of this truth you will see how much 
stronger it is than ever before. And then 
finish with the 37th verse, which says :— 

‘““T WILL YET BE ENQUIRED OF BY THE HOUSE OF 
ISRAEL, TO DO IT FOR THEM.” 
Take your place in the House of Israel, and 
then you can pray for the fulfilment of these 
promises in a way you never did before. 


WHAT BRADLAUGH SAID. 


Fifthly. It will to a large extent silence 
the infidel. If you take the three foremost 
infidels of modern times—Tom Paine, David 
Hume and Charles Bradlaugh—you find that 
all three in large measure base their infidelity 
on the apparent failure or non-fulfilment of 
the Bible promises to Israel. I knew Charles 
Bradlaugh, and I can tell you what he said 
on this subject. Charles Bradlaugh said 
this :— 
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“God a God of truth! Why, He promised to 
Abraham in the most solemn words, He repeated His 
promise, and He has not kept His word. This Bible, 
which reveals the attributes of Almighty God, tells us 
that God condescended to swear to a puny man that 
He would establish his kingdom for ever, and that his 
seed should be as numerous as the sand upon the sea- 
shore. That promise was reiterated and sworn to by 
God, and I ask, Where is that kingdom now? Where? 
Do not tell me that it is meant figuratively ; do not tell 
me that it is not literal. God swore that it should be for 
ever. He established it, and now it is a thing of the 
past, and you tell me that the God of the Bible always 
speaks the truth. I do not believe it.” 


That is a terrible impeachment, and indeed 
unanswerable unless you accept this truth. 
But this truth destroys the impeachment, 
proves the Bible true and silences the infidel ; 
nay, it does more than that, it appears to me 
to be likely to attract, arouse, and arrest him, 
and win him for God. 


“Hr THAT CONVERTETH A SINNER FROM THE 
ERROR OF HIS WAYS SHALL SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 
AND HIDE A MULTITUDE OF SINS.” 


Sixthly. The acceptance of this truth 
by the Christians of to-day would, I believe, 
lead to an immediate revival among all 
sections of the British race. In the first 
place, it would attract and arouse the atten- 
tion of men to the subject of the Christian 
religion. Missionary work among the nations 
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would be revived. Britain herself would 
awake to her national responsibilities as the 
chosen people of God, His ordained instru- 
ments in carrying out His purposes in the 
world. I think it would lead to the conversion 
of the Jews. The veil would be taken away ; 
the brotherhood of the British and Jewish 
people would be established, and so all Israel 
would be saved. 

Lastly. I think it would hasten the return 
of our Lord and the millennial dispensation. 
It would provide the Lord with a Throne, a 
People, and a Country. Much more even 
than this would be the result of an accept- 
ance of this truth. May the Spirit of God 
guide and direct those to whom I speak in 
these pages on this great subject ! 

It is especially interesting to me—who, 
remember, began this enquiry with a desire 
simply to know the truth ; and who is closing 
this enquiry convinced that this is the truth— 
to know that so many thousands of earnest, 
ardent, holy men and women are having their 
attention called to what I believe to be the 
truth of God. Many earnest believers who 
have been out and out for God on spiritual 
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truth will now be led to consider and study 
and pray over the literal meaning of these 
passages. 


FOR US AND FOR OTHERS. 


Let us not, like Esau, despise our birth- 
right. We have often boasted that we believed 
the Bible from cover to cover, but so long as 
we ignore its literal promises concerning the 
people of God we are failing to do so. The 
truth of God can never harm us. This truth 
disappoints no hopes, imperils no interests, 
damages no institutions, but is good tidings 
of great joy to all people. 

The supremacy of the British race is not 
due to any inherent good in us, but to the 
sovereign gift of God who saves us. Let us, 
therefore, cry, ‘‘ Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto Thy name be the glory, for 
Thy mercy and for Thy truth’s sake,” and 
humbly bowing before our God claim the 
Spirit of God to take of the things of Jesus 
Christ and show us His will, His purpose, 
His plan, His desire for us, for our nation, for 
other nations through us, and for the Church 
of Christ in all its branches. 
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